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Attached is a revised version of the BBS historical milestone with a few new things added 
and a couple of corrections. Please dispose of the one I sent you a year ago and use this new 
one. Share it with anyone in the company who may need or want it. I will update the list 
again in about a year. 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES, TNC. 


HIUIUSTORICAL MILESTONES 


1922 - Brothers Harry, Irving, Mark, Samuel, and Simon Edison open their first Chandlers 
women’s shoe store at 55 Whitehall Street, Atlanta (October 28). All shoes are priced 
at $6. 

1924 - The first Bakers women’s shoe store opens at 33 Whitehall Street in Atlanta. 


1925 - The company opens its first stores outside Atlanta: Chandlers in New Orleans, 
Memphis, and Birmingham. 


1926 - The brothers form the Edison Brothers Company, a Georgia corporation (August 2). 
Sales reach $1 million. 


1929 - Edison Brothers Company is reincorporated as Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
(March 13). Its stock is listed on the New York Curb Exchange. 


The company pays its first quarterly dividend on common stock, 25 cents per share 
(October 20). 


The home office is moved from Atlanta to St. Louis. 


1930 - The company opens its first store on the Pacific Coast, a Leeds at 751 S. Broadway in 
Los Angeles (August 29). 


1931 - The first Burts shoe store opens, offering women’s shoes at $2.88 a pair. 
1933 - Sales reach $10 million. 

1936 - The 100th store opens. 

1937 - Air conditioning is added to 70 of the company’s 121 stores. 

1939 - The company’s stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange (June 10). 


The company initiates its first group insurance plan, covering 95 percent of 
employees. 


1942 - The St. Louis home office is moved from 710 N. 12th St. to 315 Washington. 


1944 - An employee pension plan is adopted, fully funded by the company (January 1). 
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1945 - Sales reach $50 million. 
1948 - The 200th store opens. 


The company opens a Store in the nation’s first shopping center: Leeds Crenshaw 
Center, Los Angeles. 


1949 - Dependents are added to the employees’ group insurance plan (August 1). 
1951 - Mark Edison dies. 
1953 - A new 300,000-square-foot warehouse opens at 1230 N. Second St. in St. Louis. 


1954 - The St. Louis home office is moved to a 120,000-square-foot building at 
400 Washington. 


1955 - The company opens its first store in Hawaii. 
1956 - The first Joan Bari Handbag Shop opens, in Clayton, Missouri. 


1958 - Irving Edison becomes president and Harry Edison, who had been president, becomes 
chairman. 


Chandlers Fifth Avenue and Bakers 34th Street in New York open. 
Sales reach $100 million. 


The company’s first leased shoe department opens in Brandeis department store in 
Omaha (February). 


1960 - The company enters the computer age, installing a giant Univac. 

The company opens its first store in Puerto Rico: Bakers Santa Rosa Plaza, Bayamon. 
1964 - The 500th store opens. 
1966 - Harry Edison dies. 


Simon Edison becomes chairman, following the death of Harry Edison. 
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1967 - A major expansion adds 27,200 square feet to the St. Louis home office building at 
400 Washington. 


The company changes its accounting from a calendar fiscal year to a 52-week fiscal 
year. 


1968 - Irving Edison retires as president and is succeeded by Bernard Edison. 


The company makes its first acquisition: eight Handyman do-it-yourself hardware and 
building material centers: 


1970 - The company acquires the 20-store 5-7-9 Shops women’s apparel chain. 
1971 - The company acquires the 48-store Jeans West young men’s apparel chain. 
The company acquires the 4-store United Sporting Goods chain. 
Samuel Edison dies. 
1972 - The first Wild Pair store opens, in The Galleria Mall, Houston. 
1973 - The 1,000th store opens. 
1974 - Simon Edison retires as chairman and is succeeded by Julian Edison. 
1976 - The first Oaktree store opens, in Sharpstown Center, Houston. 
Sales reach $500 million. 
1977 - The company acquires the 126-store Fashion Conspiracy women’s apparel chain. 
The United Sporting Goods stores are sold. 
A 200,000-square-foot apparel distribution center opens in Washington, Missouri. 
1979 - Simon Edison dies. 
1981 - The 2,000th store opens. 


1984 - The company acquires the 104-store Gussini self-service footwear chain. 
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1985 - The St. Louis home office moves to a newly constructed 500,000-square-foot building 
at 501 N. Broadway. 


The Handyman chain is spun off as a separate corporation. 
1986 - The company acquires the 18-store Sacha London footwear chain. 


1987 - Julian Edison and Bernard Edison retire as chairman and president and are succeeded 
by Andrew Newman as chairman and Martin Sneider as president. 


The phaseout of the Fashion Conspiracy chain begins. 

The Gussini stores are sold. 

The company acquires the 209-store J. Riggings men’s apparel chain. 
Consolidation of the Bakers/Leeds, Burts, and Chandlers chains begins. 


Edison Brothers Stores International is formed with the opening of a buying office in 
Taiwan. 


1989 - The company changes its accounting to end its fiscal year on the Saturday closest to 
January 31, instead of the Saturday closest to December 31. 


Sales reach $1 billion. 


The company acquires nine Rothschild’s Big & Tall men’s apparel stores, which will 
become the nucleus of the Repp Ltd. chain. 


Edison Brothers Entertainment is formed with the acquisition of the two Dave & 
Buster’s locations in Dallas. 


Irving Edison dies. 


1990 - The company acquires the 128-store Webster/Zeidler & Zeidler chain of men’s 
apparel stores. 


The company acquires 131 Time-Out and Space Port family amusement centers. 


The company raises $85.7 million through a public offering of two million shares of 
common stock. 
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1990 - The first Precis women’s footwear store opens, in St. Louis Galleria. 


The first Spirale apparel store for preteen girls opens in Countryside Mall, Clearwater, 
Florida. 


1991 - Horizon Entertainment is formed to develop and market new forms of interactive 
entertainment. Horizon is named the exclusive U.S. distributor for Virtuality, the 
world’s first virtual reality entertainment system. 

The company acquires the 21-store Cabaret women’s accessories chain. 

1992 - Sales reach $1.5 billion. 

The company acquires the 39-store Harry’s big-and-tall men’s apparel chain. 


The Joan Bari and Cabaret stores are sold to F.W. Woolworth Co. 


The first Exhilarama entertainment center opens, in Echelon, New Jersey, near 
Philadelphia. 


The company opens its first stores outside the U.S., several menswear units in 
Mexico. 


1993 - The company acquires 84 men’s big-and-tall apparel stores from four separate sellers. 
1994 - The company moves its footwear distribution operation from St. Louis to Princeton, 
Indiana. 


Edison Brothers expands to Canada for the first time, acquiring 15 men’s big-and-tall 
stores in cities from Toronto to Vancouver. 
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These are excerpts from the numismatic newspaper. 


| do not object to being accused of being stupid, but to be accused of being an 
official of the Treasury Department is degrading. 


Anything for a laugh...... 


Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Eric 
Newman should be told that the U.S. 


-» does indeed have a 20-cent piece. 


In~ the venerable Treasury Cash 
Room, through which many 20-cent 


- pieces have passed, on Nov. 29 Newman: 
~ assured an audience primarily of third, 


fourth, and fifth grade school pupils that 


_ there is no US. coin of that denomina- 


tion. 


The second- -ranking Treasury Depart- = 
ment executive set himself up for the." 
._ error by his own posing of the question.“ ~ 


to the young audience, “What would 
you do if you got a 20-cent piece?” 


Most of the answers indeed were to - 
.the effect that there was no such coin, 


but one youngster piped up, “Spend it.” 


-Newman then confirmed the impression 


that it was a non- -existent U. = Some 


- nation. 
Readers of the News, yt course, are. 


well aware that the U. S. struck 20- cent 


: pieces for four sears. a little over a cen- ‘a 
*, tury ago.=- as 
2, They are ‘highly ashi by ice 
: and even in lower grades catalog at $45... 


Whoops! Treasury official misses on 20-cent piece 


In pristine condition one can be worth 
up to $10,000. 

Newman’s inaccurate comments were 
ironic at a gathering to introduce a pro- 
gram to teach young people about 
money and to some extent about collect- 
ing. 

He could have not only supplied the 


_ young people with a bit of numismatic 


history, he should have told them that 


_ coming across a U.S. 20-cent piece is.a.- 


real-:numismatic.find:- He ‘missed a 


= golden. opportunity to-add’a little col- ~ 
lecting lore for potential numismatists. -: - 
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Whoops again © 


When renowned hobby authority Eric 
- Newman received a call from a well 
known coin dealer friend, he-hardly ex- | 
_. pected to hear, “You really ought to 4 
* a Red Book.” 


- The dealer cited an seiles in the Dec. 
13 issue of Numismatic News, under a 
headline of “Whoops!” The story con- 
cerned the Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury mistakenly telling schoolchil- 
dren there are no U.S. 20-cent pieces. 


. But NN itself slipped, right in the | 
opening of the story, by identifying the | 
. Official as Eric Newman. A related story 


made it clear that the gentleman abe is INiN 12-27-94] 
Frank Newman. asaya 


Longtime hobbyists may noe Paunie 
conceiving of any other name preceding 
Newman than Eric. 

Apologies to Frank and ee Newman « 

_ alike*="and a tip of the hat to Eric New- | 
- man, who’ so graciously:and good- -hu- = 
; pred informed NN of his phone call. ° 


Re i 











|. In 1929 EBS moved into 
its first St. Louis quarters, 
the third floor at 507 N. 
Seventh Street. 











2. By 1930, EBS outgrew its first place and settled at 1718 
Washington. There the company had one floor 10 times the 
size of its first. On June |, 1931, Dave Alton began his EBS 


career here. 





4. Surely the new building at 315 
Washington (below) would hold 
EBS for a century or so. Prophets 
proved wrong; as we moved again 
in 1954. Later, this building was 
demolished (above) to make room 
for a modern motel. 





3. Tired of the constant moving, EBS in 1933 
thought the fifth and sixth floor of the Cen- 
tral Terminal Building would hold us. But, by 
1943, we had to move again. 


5. Everyone thought we would stay put at 
Second St., but by 1967 we were over- 
crowded again. 





